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AREAS DESIGNATED FOR REBUILDING IN BOSTON 


This illustration from the Boston City Planning Board's Building a Better Boston shows the City’s prelimi 
nary planning tor post-war rebuilding. Recognizing a need tor legal and fiscal tools lor large scale redevel 
opment, Boston is getting its plan of action ready. Growing interest in legislation to implement rebuilding 
makes this kind of preparatory work vitally important to every city. Obviously the benefits to be provided by 


such legislation will be of greatest value to the community that has determined definite rebuilding objectives 
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COMMITTEE ON POST-WAR ECONOMIC POLICY AND PLANNING 
ESTABLISHED IN SENATE 





S. RES. 102 


IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
(adopted March 12, 1945) 


RESOLUTION | 

Resolved, Vhat there is hereby established- 

(a) \ special committee to be known as the Commitice on Post-War Economic Policy and 
Planning (hereinafter referred to as the special committee). 

(b) The special committee shall be composed of ten Members of the Senate, six from the 
majority and four from the minority, appointed by the President of the Senate. 

(c) It shall be the duty of the special committee to investigate all matters relating to post- 
war economic policy and problems; to gather information, plans, and suggestions from informed 
sources with respect to such problems; to study the plans and suggestions received; to report to 
the Congress from time to time the results of findings made and conclusions reached. It 1s the 
sense and purpose of this resolution to make accessible to the Congress, through the special com- 
mittee, the most complete information respecting post-war economic policy and post-war problems 
that is available. to the end that Congress may be advised respecting those problems and in a 
position to formulate solutions with respect to them which will result in the greatest contribution 
by the Congress to achievement of a stable economy and a just peace. It is intended that full 
authority to accomplish this general purpose shall be granted by this resolution, 


HEARINGS: SUBPENAS; DISBURSEMEN'T OF 
APPROPRIATIONS 

Sec. 2. The special commitice, or any subcommittee thereof, shall have power to hold hearings 
and to sit and act at such places and times, to require by subpena or otherwise the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, to administer such 
oaths, to take such testimony, and to make such expenditures, as it deems advisable, not exceed- 
ing the sum of $50,000. Subpenas shall be issued under the signature of the chairman of said 
committees, and shall be served by any person designated by him. Amounts appropriated for the 
expenses of the committee shall be disbursed by the chairman. 


OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES; APPOINTMENT AND 
COMPENSATION 


Sec. 3. The special committee shall have power to employ and fix the compensation of such 
ofhcers, experts, and employees as it deems necessary for the performance of its duties, but the 
compensation so fixed shall not exceed the compensation fixed under sections 661-663, 664-673, 
and 674 of title 5 of the United States Code for comparable duties. Officers and employees of 
the Government shall be detailed to the service of the special committee on its request, without 
additional compensation, and such officers and employees shall be paid from the appropriations 
regularly available for their salaries. 





With the adoption of S. Res. 102 introduced by L. McNary, Oregon: Arthur H. Vandenberg, 
Senator Walter F. George of Georgia, the Senate Michigan; Warren R. Austin, Vermont; and Rob- 
has a Special Committee with clear-cut jurisdiction ert A. Valt, Ohio. 
in legislation pertaining to post-war economic \ sub-committee of the Committee on Post-Want 
Economic Policy and Planning is now expected 
to do the work contemplated in S. Res. 112. in- 
troduced by Senator ‘Taft of Ohio. This pro- 


policy and planning. The new committee is the 
logical one to study proposals lor post-wal pro- 
grams such as the Urban-Land Institute proposal 


for rebuilding blighted city areas. 


Adoption of the Resolution is further indica- 
tion of the growing feeling in Congress that: prepa- 
ration of post-war economic plans is high govern- 
mental policy and hence the direct: responsibility 
ol Congress 


Vice-President: Wallace has appointed members 
of the Committee on Post-War Economic Policy 
and Planning as follows: 

Senators Walter F. George. Georgia, Chairman; 
Alben W. Barkley, Kentucky: Carl Hayden, Ari- 
zona: Joseph C. O'Mahoney, Wyoming; Claude 
Pepper, Florida; Scott W. Lucas, Illinois; Charles 


posed measure would have authorized a Special 
Committee on Housing to investigate the activities 
of the National Housing Agency and recommend 
a plan for post-wat disposition of emergency hous- 
ing, construction of new housing, encouragement 
of home ownership, and elimination of slums. 
\doption of the George Resolution has fostered 
the feeling that the new Committee could appro- 
priately undertake this work. Senate leaders have 
conferred with Senator Taft on the desirability 
of this as a more effective arrangement, and he has 
indicated that he will not oppose that line of ac- 
tion. He is expected to be named on the Housing 
Sub-committee of the George Committee. 











RETAILERS JOIN OTHER BUSI- 
NESS GROUPS IN URGING POST- 
WAR REBUILDING OF CITIES 


The rebuilding of cities as a carefully conceived 
measure of post-war economy was given a conspicu- 
us place in the deliberations of the recently con- 
cluded Wartime Contference of the National Retail 
Dry Goods Association in New York City. 


“The merchant has a real job to do with regard 
to the replanning of cities,” said Saul Cohn, Presi- 
dent of City Stores, Inc.. New York City, and 
Chairman of the NRDGA Committee on Post- 
War Planning. “The retailer can assist in seeing 
to it that the consumer gets a real building dollar, 
lree from the wastes of construction and the ar- 
chaic ways of putting a house together: free from 
the monopolies and restraints which have been 
practiced in this field; free from the antiquated 
and sometimes uneconomical operation of munici- 


ig 


pal codes; free from the unfair burdens which ou 
systcm of real estate taxation created: and free 
lrom the mistakes in home owning and home fi- 
nancing which have stood in the way of a sound 
national housing policy.” Pointing to the shift 
ing emphasis from creation of plant capacity to 
better distribution, Mr. Cohn urged the retailers to 
cooperate actively with other business groups and 
with civic interests in preparing now for construc- 
live use of employment in’ post-war urban rede- 
velopment, 


The Wartime Conference was addressed by 
George McAneny, Director of the Regional Plan- 
ning Association of New York and former U.L.I. 
Trustee, who cited improved public transporta- 
tion, purchasing capacity derived from employ- 
iment opportunities, and decreased distribution 
costs as direct retailer benefits that will accrue from 
planned urban development. “In the city of the 
future,” said Mr. McAneny, “I can see a place for 
both downtown. stores and for residential neigh- 
borhood stores. “The former will be served by 
better transportation, The latter will cater to 
more stable communities. Both will be subject 
to lower city taxes as efficiency of citv lavout re- 
claims areas that now do not pay their own way.” 


\ll-out) peacetime production is the post-wan 
goal held up to NRDGA by David C. Prince, Vice- 
President of General Electric Company. The tre- 
mendous backlog in) consumption that is being 
accumulated during the war, Mr. Prince said, will 
require full use of our manpower and careful 
planning to convert war plants to production for 
peace. Estimates cited by Mr. Prince include a 
flour and a half billion dollar deferred demand 
lor housing, seven billions in consumers durable 
veoods, a backlog of eight billions in installment 
credit, which with other amounts for business con 
struction and equipment make a total of twenty 
two and a half billions in accumulated needs. 
Public purchasing power, derived from holdings 
of War Bonds alone, he said, will amount to 
twenty-four billions by the end of 1943. 





A tull report on the conference discussions is 
reported in the February issue of the Association's 
Bulletin, published at 101 West 3ist Street, New 
York City. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 


Volume I, No. I, of the Downtown Merchantiman 
has just been issued by the Downtown Association 
of Milwaukee. ‘The new publication is a four- 
page attractive and highly readable bulletin. — It 
is advocating an immediate program tor Milwau 
kee which includes the following important ob 
jectives: 

Reasonable taxation based on income produc 
Livity. 

Development of a basic plan for the post-war 
improvement of Downtown Milwaukee 
The designation of blighted city arcas for 1 

development. 


The downtown Association of Milwaukee is a 
member of the Urban Land Institute and, with the 
Milwaukee Real Estate Board, sponsored the Insti 
tute survey of the City’s central area. 


U.L.A. Trustee Mrs. Samuel I. Rosenman advises 
that the National Committee on the Housing 
Emergency is launching a new periodical in March 
to be called, Tomorrow's Town. It will be a popu 
larly written publication concerning new develop 
ments in city planning, housing, building mate- 
rials, construction methods, land development, and 
building finance. 


A Selected List of Recent References on Urban 
Rehabilitation in the United States prepared by 
Katherine McNamara, Librarian, Department ol 
Landscape Architecture and Regional Planning. 
Harvard University, Cambridge. Massachusetts. 
covers the period of October 22, 1941, to March 4, 
1943 and. incidentally, contains thirty-one refer- 
ences to material published by the Urban Land 
Institute, its Trustees, and its staff. 
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U.L.L. PLAN SEEN AS AID TO 
FRENCH QUARTER OF 
NEW ORLEANS 


The city of New Orleans has a Vieux Carre 
Commission which administers special architec 
tural and building regulations to protect the pic 
turesque and distinctive character of the old 
French Quarter. Specifically, the Commission 
exercises supervision over all signs and advertising 
in the area as well as control of plans and specifi 
cations for new buildings as far as they relate to 
appearance, color, texture of materials, and archi 
tectural design. “The Commission is interested in 
the future harmonious development of contiguous 
areas and believes that the measures suggested by 
the Institute could be of benefit to that end. 
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT 

\ special issue of the Julletin would be needed 
io comment even briefly on the numerous bills and 
resolutions relating to various phases ol post-wal 
planning and reconstruction that are now pending 
in Congress. 

Ihe one definite action taken is the adoption 
ol the George Resolution printed on page lwo. 
Lhe House companion to this measure, H. Res 
114 (Representative Hendricks ol Florida) 1s now 
before the House Rules Committee, and there aré 
four additional resolutions pending in the House, 
each of which proposes to establish a special com 
mittee on “Post-Wat Economic Policy and Plan- 
ning.” They are H. Res. 138 (Representative 
Fish, New York), H. Res. 151 (Representative Col 
mer, Mississipp!)- H. Res. 171 (Representatye 
Dirksen, HHlinots), and H. Res. 183 (Representative 
Bland, Virginia). The House ts expected to 
take early action to establish a committee pal 
allel to the recently established Senate Committee 
on Post-War Economic Policy and Planning. With 
that done, there is no apparent need tor additional 
committees to carry on general studies and inves 
tigations relating to post-war planning and eco 
nomic policy, and consequently no action is @X- 
pected on the various other resolutions on this sub- 
fect: which have been reported in previous issues 
of the Bulletin. 

\ bill to provide Federal financial assistant 
for State and local planning for post-wal public 
works has been introduced by Senatol Mead ol 
New York (5. 846). Representative Lynch ol 
New York has introduced a House companion 
measure (H. R. 1898). ‘This is a reintroduction o| 
the Beiter resolution ol the previous session ol 
Congress. 

H. R 
Carolina) would authorize the issuance of a spe 
cial series of War Savings Bonds, lor purchase 
solely by States, ‘Territories. island possessions. 
cities and othe local governments, the proceeds 
of which would be available to mect any public 
expenditures authorized by law. The resolution 
is offered to provide a means whereby States and 
local governments mav accumulate financial re- 
serves to be used in financing in the post-wal pe 
riod public works and improvements that are now 
deferred due to wal conditions. 

l nexpended Federal aid highway funds would 
be made available for highway planning and othe. 
preliminary work under H. R. 2113, which has 
been introduced by Representative Robinson ol 
Utah. The bill would authorize the Commissionel 
of Public Roads to “expend in cooperation with 
the highway department of any State so much ol 
the unobligated funds tor regular Federal aid. for 
secondary or feeder roads. and for the elimination 
of hazards at railroad grade crossings, that now re- 
main available to such State as may be deemed 
necessary for engineering and economic investiga- 
tions ol projects for future construction; for sur- 
veys, plans, specifications, and estimates. and the 
acquisiuon of rights-of-way for post-wal highway 
improvements tO provide employment for men and 


1952 (Representauive Rivers ol South 


an outlet for the products ol equipment and miate- 
rials of plants no longer required for war pur- 
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NEW YORK URBAN REDEVEI OP- 
MENT LAW AMENDED 


Belore adjourning, late in. March the New York 
legislature adopted the Hampton- Mitchell Bill 
amending the Urban Redevelopment Corporation 
Law to permit the participation ol insurance com- 
panies and savings banks in urban redevelopment. 
The bill authorizes municipalities to condemn 
property in a redevelopment area, including prop- 
erty devoted to public use and property held in 
trust for rebuilding projec ts. dt further authorizes 
the municipality to exempt, lor a period of twenty- 
five vears, taxes arising from an increase In assessed 
value of housing developments ove! the asseessed 
value of land and buildings at the time ol 
acquisition. 

Under the provisions of the recent act, an insur- 
ance company 01 savings bank would enter into a 
contract with the city in which it would agree not 
to sell. assign, 01 transfer ownership of the redevel- 
opment company during the period of tax exemp- 
tion. Phe redevelopment company, however, mas 
at any time pas all accrued taxes for which exemp- 
tion was given with interest and thus remove the 
development from the operation of the statute. The 
act provides for regulation of rents and for limita- 
tion of dividend. Supervision is under the Super- 
intendent of Insurance of the State of New York. 
In the case ol a redevelopment company owned by 
an insurance compaly, the supervision of the 
Superintendent ot Insurance terminates when he 
has certified his approval to the contract entered 
into between the insurance company and the 
municipality 

Phe act was sponsored Iv the Superintendent ol 
Insurance, Park Commissionel Robert 
Mavor La Guardia and other representatives ol 
the City of New York. and by a group ol insurance 
company oflicials. 
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U.L.1. TO HOLD LOUISVILLE 
MEETING 

Four hundred people are expected at the Pen- 
dennis Club in Louisville on \pril 8 to hea Arthun 
Binns. \ ice-President of ULI. discuss the possibili 
ties for post-wal employment and business activity 
under the Urban Land Institute proposal for re- 
building blighted city areas. 

Phe Louisville Real Estate Board, the Board ol 
Prade, retail merchants, and building contractors 
are cooperating in arrangements for the session. 
William Bb. Harrison, President of the Louisville 
Industrial Foundation and a former Mavor of the 
City, will preside. Similar meetings in other cities 
are being planned for the next lew months to ac- 
quaint the public with the possibilities for civic 
improvement and post-wal employment that are 
attainable through private rebuilding of deterio- 
rated areas. 
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